ILYSE ROBBINS

Massachusetts Teacher Certification: Drama K-12

281 Washington Street (617) 993-3131
Belmont, MA 02478 (617) 838-3620
ilyse@ilyserobbins.com www.ilyserobbins.com
TEACHING EXPERIENCE:

BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY Waltham, MA

Instructor: Teach class in creative dramatics theory and practice to undergraduate and graduate candidates for
Massachusetts certification in elementary education. 1/98 - Present

Instructor: Taught class in movement and dance theory and practice to undergraduate candidates for
Massachusetts certification in elementary education. 1/06

Instructor: Taught tutorial in drama theory and practice covering grades 1-12. Undergraduate course required
for Massachusetts teacher certification. 9/96-12/96

NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY Waltham, MA

Instructor: Created curriculum for and taught class in musical theater performance. This class taught students
how to prepare musical theater pieces for presentation and audition purposes. Students put these pieces in
context of musical theater history. Students in this class also learned group performance pieces. Students
presented in smaller format for local directors, actors, and teachers prior to a full public performance. 17
students.9/19 -12/17;9/17 - 12/17

WHEELOCK COLLEGE Boston, MA

Instructor: Created curriculum for and taught class in critical thinking through dance. This class was a Freshman
Year Seminar and covered dance as it is portrayed in different cultures around the world and how masters of
dance have changed and broadened the art. This class discussed how people use dance to tell stories and histories
and how dance can generate a different way of thinking and learning. 20 students. 1/10- 12/15

Instructor: Created curriculum for and taught class in story theater. This class taught advanced students how to
adapt children’s stories, poetry, and song for the stage. Students in this class also learned how to schedule, stage
manage, and run tours to pre-schools, schools, after-schools, and elderly communities. 15 students. 1/15-5/15
Instructor: Created curriculum for and taught class in jazz dance and jazz dance history. This class was one half
practical dance education with a performance at the end of the semester. The second half was history of jazz
dance with viewings, lectures, and papers. 20 students from Wheelock College and Colleges of the Fenway. 1/09 -
5/14

Instructor: Taught workshop in oral presentation and public speaking. This workshop traveled to different
classes and was one hour long. 9/11 -5/12

WHEELOCK FAMILY THEATER Boston, MA

Teacher/Director/Choreographer: Director/choreographer/instructor of Summer Youth Intensive, a two-week
theater intensive for children ages 10-14. Taught acting technique and skills, taught dance and mounted a one-
hour production in a two week time period. 20 students. 8/10 - 8/15

Teacher: Summer dance/drama instructor for 30 5-7 year olds. 8/09

Teacher: Artist in residence for Lee Academy Charter School. Instructed teachers on how to bring drama to the
classroom/curriculum and model with the students in their respective classes. 9/06 - 9/08

Teacher: Co-taught musical theater class during school year and for summer camp. Taught dance and movement
for musical theater and acting interpretation of songs. Organized and choreographed pieces for demonstration.
Taught private classes in creative drama, movement, and improvisation. 9/98 - 8/02
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KENNEDY CENTER AMERICAN COLLEGE THEATER FESTIVAL

Coach/Adjudicator: Work with college students on audition/competition material for Kennedy Center American
College Theater Festival for Region 1. Coaching consists of acting the song, marrying movement to music,
connection between lyric and acting choice, and vocal technique as well as presenting the self in an audition
process. Choose finalists to compete in nationals as well as scholarship winners. Stage opening number. 1/13 -
Present

PRESENTATION SKILLS COACHING

Coach: Train and coach corporate, academic, and private clients in the art of presenting individually and on
teams, in person and virtually. Lead presentation skills demonstrations and workshops for individuals and groups
in person, via videoconference, and over the phone. Coach adults and teens privately in interview/audition
preparation as well as in confidence building for speaking in front of others. Teach courses on public speaking and
the basics of presentation. Coach privately, with Mohr Collaborative, and with Ovation. 1/11 - Present

WORKSHOPS:

Teacher: Teach scene study/playreading classes. Classes revolve around specific playwrights. Topics include
playwrights such as Neil Simon and Wendy Wasserstein. Clients include continuing education for all ages through
senior centers. Adaptable for virtual learning. Present

Teacher: Teach classes about key figures in theater, musical theater, and jazz dance history. Clients include
continuing education for all ages through senior centers. Adaptable for virtual learning. Present

Teacher: Teach workshops on creative drama and dance instruction to teachers and group leaders. Workshops
often fulfill requirements for Massachusetts Department of Education Professional Development and Office for
Children. Sites include Waltham Public Schools, Boston 2-6 Initiative at the Boston Children’s Museum, Boston
Symposium on Youth Development, Circle of Girls, and various after school and in school sites (both public and
private). 9/95 - Present

Teacher: Teach workshops on public speaking and oral presentation to professionals. Clients include large
business such as Citibank and PNC as well as private clients. Present

DRISCOLL SCHOOL Brookline, MA

Teacher: Drama specialist for grades 4-6. Developed and taught curriculum for all classes. Used story
dramatization, narrative pantomime, holistic drama, scene writing and performance among other techniques.
Taught decision making, theater basics, and supplemented elementary school curriculum. Special projects
included: sixth grade performances of The Jabberwocky and poetry adaptations, fifth grade productions of Knights
of the Kitchen Table and The Math Curse, and fourth grade productions of the Anansi stories and other folktales. All
classes integrated. 9/01- 6/03

JEANNETTE NEILL CHILDREN’S DANCE PROGRAM Boston, MA

Program Director and Teacher: Designed, implemented, and ran dance program for children ages 3-12.
Designed curriculum for all classes. Supervised up to six teachers for up to sixteen classes in various levels of jazz,
ballet, and tap. Taught ballet, jazz, and tap dance. Organized and supervised demonstrations/recitals. (Taught teen
and adult jazz and tap dance classes at same studio.) 1/94-12/02
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PROJECT SHAKESPEARE Boston, MA

Teacher, Choreographer, Assistant Director: Choreographed and Assistant Directed Shakespeare for teens.
Taught acting and dance exercises. 7/95 - 8/02

LYRIC FIRST STAGE Boston, MA

Program Director and Teacher: Designed, implemented, and ran theater programs for teens. Supervised
teachers in acting, technical theater, and movement training. Taught acting and movement.
9/99-8/00

BOSTON BALLET SCHOOL Newton and Norwell, MA

Teacher: Taught acting classes for children ages 10 - 14. Directed Shakespearean scenes for final production.
7/00,7/01

FITZGERALD SCHOOL/WHITTEMORE SCHOOL Waltham, MA

Teacher: Drama specialist for grades 1-6. Developed and taught curriculum for all classes. Used story
dramatization, narrative pantomime, holistic drama, scene writing and performing among other techniques.
Taught conflict resolution, decision making, theater basics, and supplemented elementary school curriculum.
Special projects included: producing fifth grade’s PSAs for cable broadcast, directing sixth grade performances. .
Classes included behavior modification, special education, and bilingual students. 9/94-6/96

SOUTH MIDDLE SCHOOL Waltham, MA

Teacher: Reading specialist for level four eighth grade class. Taught story structure and reading skills using
novels, short stories, and plays. Concentrated on multi-cultural issues, decision making, life-skills, and teen issues
to encourage involvement. Created lesson plans and graded quarterly. 9/94-6/95

WALTHAM HIGH SCHOOL Waltham, MA

Teacher (long-term substitute): Taught three levels of drama: three sections of Drama I including playwriting,
one section of Drama II including self-scripting, and one section of Advanced Drama including technique and
advanced scene work. Taught four sections of Public Speaking including one ESL class. Created lesson plans and
graded quarterly. Supervised production of one-act play. 2/94-6/95

EDUCATION:

HARVARD UNIVERSITY, Graduate School of Education Cambridge, MA
Master of Education

NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY Evanston, IL
Bachelor of Science in Speech with concentrations in acting and creative drama education

BRITISH AMERICAN DRAMA ACADEMY Oxford, England
Summer Certification in Dramatics
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